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Agenda

The Outlook from BW 7.51 Wrap-up

SAP BW 7.5 leaves mainstream 
support in 2027. The pressure is 
building on customers to plan for this.

The “Future BW”

We compare and contrast:

• SAP BW/4HANA

• SAP Data Warehouse Cloud

• What would Westernacher recommend?

• Q&A
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The Outlook from    
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End of mainstream maintenance
The Outlook from BW 7.5

2040

Confirmed 
mainstream support

BW/4HANA

2030

End of 
extended 
support 
BW 7.5

2027

End of 
mainstream 

support 
BW 7.5

2020

End of 
mainstream 

support 
BW 7.4
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BW 7.5 on HANA as a stepping stone
The Outlook from BW 7.5

“Modern” HANA-
optimized objects

Virtual data models 
(in HANA)

Performance 
leap
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The “Future BW”
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BW/4HANA versus DWC
The “Future BW”

What is SAP BW/4HANA?
SAP BW/4HANA is a packaged data 

warehouse based on SAP HANA. As the on-
premise data warehouse layer of SAP’s 

Business Technology Platform, it allows you to 
consolidate data across the enterprise to get a 

consistent, agreed-upon view of your data.

What is SAP DWC?
SAP Data Warehouse Cloud is an analytic and 

persona-driven data warehouse-as-a-service solution 
tailored for business and IT users. It provides instant 

access to data via pre-built business content and 
adapters to integrate data from various sources. It is 
scalable, elastic, open and flexible making it suitable 

for any company of any size.
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BW 7.5 à BW/4HANA
The “Future BW”

BW 7.5
(on 
HANA)

BW/4 BW 7.5

Migration of objects in place or all-at-once using the Migration Cockpit
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BW 7.5 à DWC
The “Future BW”

BW 7.5

HANA

Persistent (BW) and virtual 
(HANA) data flows and objects 
have to be recreated by hand 
in DWC using views / tables

Queries have to be recreated 
in SAC as stories

View

View

View

SAC

DWC

View View
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BW 7.5 à BW Bridge
The “Future BW”

View View

BW 7.5

HANA

BW Bridge 
can contain 
BW data 
flows and 
objects on 
ABAP

BW Bridge View

View

View

SAC

DWC
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BW 7.5 à BW Bridge
The “Future BW”

Add-ons SAP Analytics Cloud

SAP BW 7.3 and higher

BEx Web BW
Integrated Planning

SAP BW7.x -
Obiects

SAP BW 3.5 -
Objects

Customer
extensions

Query

Data model

Transformations

Code
(ABAP)

Migration, conversion*

ABAP

SAP HANA Any DB

SAP BW bridge
Transfer *

BW/4 Objects Customer Extensions

Query1

Data store objects

Transformations

Code (ABAP)

1:1 Migration*

ABAP

SAP HANA Cloud

SAP Analytics Cloud

SAP Data Warehouse Cloud - Core

Native Artifacts

Business modeling

Analytical modeling

Connections

Remote tables

Data models

Node.js

SQL, Python

Customer extensions

Data Flow

Data Flow

Transformations

SAP Data Warehouse Cloud

* More information on the SAP Data Warehouse Cloud Roadmap 1 Not visible or executable



12© 2024 Westernacher Consulting GmbH

Wrap-up
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The next step after BW 7.5?
Wrap-up

Conclusion

BW/4HANA is ideal for large, complex SAP BW 
landscapes or where on premise is required

DWC is ideal for new, specific/limited SAP data 
warehousing use cases, or for cloud first strategies

BW Bridge gives a route to DWC for customers who 
cannot migrate/rebuild BW 7.x in one go

A number of our clients are doing both BW/4 and DWC 
to enjoy the different benefits of both platforms

Finally:
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Thank you.
Dr. Russell Sadd
Practice Lead DACH | Senior 
Solution Architect
Business Planning & Analytics

russell.sadd@westernacher.com
+49 151 161 293 77

mailto:russell.sadd@westernacher.com
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No part of this publication may 
be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form or for any purpose 
without the express permission of 
WESTERNACHER Consulting 
GmbH. The information contained 
herein may be changed without 
prior notice.

Some software products marketed by WESTERNACHER 
Consulting GmbH and its distributors contain proprietary 
software components of other software vendors. National 
product specifications may vary.

These materials are provided by WESTERNACHER 
Consulting GmbH and its affiliated companies 
(“Westernacher Group”) for informational purposes only, 
without representation or warranty of any kind. We shall 
not be liable for errors or omissions with respect to the 
materials. The only warranties for Westernacher Group 
products and services are those that are set forth in the 
express warranty statements accompanying such products 
and services, if any. Nothing herein should be construed 
as constituting an additional warranty. 

Westernacher and other Westernacher services 
mentioned herein as well as their respective logos are 
trademarks or registered trademarks of WESTERNACHER 
Consulting GmbH or its affiliated companies 
(“Westernacher Group”) in Germany and other countries. 

The contents of this document shall remain the confidential 
property of WESTERNACHER Consulting GmbH and may 
not be communicated to any other party without the prior 
written approval of WESTERNACHER Consulting GmbH. 
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